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23 May 1859

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the conistory of the First Reformed Church, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte
presided and G. Wakker served as clerk. Kommer Schaddelee brought a matter to consistory
which called for action on behalf of consistory. The consistory appointed the pastor and clerk to
investigate the charges Schaddelee brought against a member of the church.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Mthea Buursma, 2000.
Original located in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, vol. H, p. 97.

Page 97
Consistory Meeting of May 23, 1859
Absent: Brothers Broek and Labots.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by the president.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — A letter was read from K. Schaddelle, containing accusations against Jan
Visser, concerning the non-fulfillment of a verbal contract, to take out of Visser's land
some 1,000 staves and bring them to the river. Visser has not done this, although it is
now already May, and this has brought negative consequences for the others involved in
the contract. Schaddelle indicates that he has discussed this verbally and in writing, but
that Visser remains indifferent in his response.
The consistory decides that this matter deserves investigation and the committee
appointed is Rev. A. C. van Raalte and Wakker.
ARTICLE 4 — A letter was received from the consistory of Grand Haven, containing
information concerning a membership received on behalf of H. R. Brouwer. They
inquire whether this testimonial has been properly filled in, and whether it involves
membership in full communion or a lesser membership The testimonial was returned
with the letter, asking for further information.
The consistory decides to send the same testimonial back to the honorable consistory of
Grand Haven, with the explanation that no other membership is required in this case,
since it involves someone who is a full member and not under discipline. (See Article 7
of the January 21, 1859, meeting.)
ARTICLE 5 — The clerk reports a request from J. van de Luyster, Jr., for another
statement of membership for Aaltje van Malsen to Kalamazoo, because the first one
seems to have been lost. It was decided to send another statement.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother te Roller.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker

